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10 Longing for Our Land, Dokdo
Dokdo has been a recurring source of tensions between Korea and 
Japan as Japan continues to lay impractical territorial claims over the 
islets in policy papers, public statements, and school textbooks. However, 
South Korea has had over Dokdo with a small police detachment since 
its liberation from Japanese colonial rule in 1945. The 263rd cover story 
deals with evidence that Dokdo is clearly Korean territory and also refutes 
Japanese false claims on their sovereignty over Dokdo. The Sogang 
Herald then looks at those who defended the Dokdo amid foreign 
aggression and concludes with further measures that can be taken to 
protect Dokdo. 
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EDITOR’S QUILL

The Moment When 
a Behavior Becomes Meaningful

Like many other freshmen, I had dreamed of an ideal university life, doing meaningful things. While finding what a 
meaningful activity is, I happened to come upon The Sogang Herald and became a Heralder. While working as a reporter 
at The Sogang Herald for two years, I eventually realized what meaningful experiences meant. 

The first attitude I had toward Herald was just to do what I was given. There were a series of challenges. I was in charge of 
articles that I did not want to write about. I had to lead an interview with five people to write an article. It is definite that life as 
a Heralder was enjoyable, however, it was also hard for me to handle these difficulties. The task was different from what I had 
expected. Soon, a message from several seniors came across my mind, “No matter what kind of experience it is, the experience 
itself is the best.” As I became a reporter, I had another inner conflict. Although time passed, the profound problem agonizing why 
I was still here was unsolved. I felt lost, wandering and looking for something that I could never reach. The routine of researching, 
writing, and editing repeated meaninglessly. Just sticking at it until finishing the terms of working as a reporter with no clear goal 
was hard, too. While I tried to do my best in my position, I had a chance to become the editor-in-chief. 

At first, it was demanding to act as editor-in-chief since it was an area that I had not experienced before. The most important 
thing I had to know was “what” reporters needed. After collecting other reporters’ opinions, I conducted an English card news 
education session. While searching and inviting instructors, I made mistakes such as failing the schedule and calculating the 
budgets. Thanks to other members’ help, I was able to minimize these blunders. I realized that all members must do their best in 
their position in order to make an organization operate smoothly. Also, I will bring this to a successful conclusion by doing my best 
as a member of Heralders. As a reporter, there is not much time left for me until I graduate The Sogang Herald. Thus, I looked 
back on my time as a Heralder. 

Life as a Heralder brought to mind what Steven Jobs said, which I had not understood before: Dots that seem unrelated will 
be connected and can be of great help later on. Many cases do not go as planned. However, bad luck often brings good luck. For 
example, when the topic of articles that I did not want to write about was given to me, such as biotechnology, I did not give up. 
Instead, I took that as a chance to investigate deeply about it. Also, whenever there was a planning meeting, I had to lead all the 
conferences. I was extremely nervous at first. However, I overcame this pressure and kept pegging away at my task, which became 
an opportunity and a driving force for me to grow. Every moment was a series of opportunities. It is important to sublimate the 
situation into an opportunity. 

Dokdo Academy was the event that reinforced this thought. Thanks to Professor Go Chang-geun of Kyung Hee University, 
Heralders were invited to visit Dokdo in May. Unfortunately, we could not go to Dokdo because of the weather and were stuck 
in Ulleungdo longer than we had expected. Nevertheless, we had a chance to get closer to each other. Due to COVID-19, we did 
not have enough chances to meet face-to-face. I realized that life does not go as I planned. However, it could lead to another good 
result. The very thing that makes you stressed could turn out to be a blessing. 

The Sogang Herald pursues high-quality articles, and all members are endeavoring in writing fine articles. At this point of my 
graduation, I do not doubt that future Heralders will be able to inherit The Sogang Herald’s pride. This is the last article that I am 
in charge of, and it will be an unforgettable memory. Undergoing the trials and errors, I could find myself growing. I believe that 
the other Heralders will also find their own challenges and stimulus to overcome and grow. I hope that Sogangers will watch the 
growth and progress of our reporters with interest. 

By Choi Jin-young

Editor-in-Chief of The Sogang Herald

jewelryjin0@sogang.ac.kr
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CAMPUS ANALYSISALBATROSS BRIEF

Last April, the Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT)1 
announced the list of selected schools in  the AI 
graduate school grant project2, and Sogang was 

dropped from the project. Upon hearing the news, Sogangers 
raised the issue through the university community website 
regarding whether Sogang education is appropriate amid the 
fourth Industrial Revolution. Students pointed out that both the 
undergraduate and postgraduate curriculums are insufficient to 
meet the needs of future industries. In this situation where the 
government’s projects have been one of the primary sources of 
funds, the failure of receiving approval from the government 
will inevitably be an obstacle in strengthening the AI field. 
The Sogang Herald will delve into the current educational 
capability of Sogang in the AI field through the interview with 
Jung Moon-ryul (Prof., Dept. of Art & Technology) and seek 
the future of Sogang’s AI capabilities.

The Importance of AI Capability in University

AI technology refers to computer SoftWare (SW) that 
artificially implements human learning, reasoning, and 
perception. It is also one of the central technologies in the 
era of the fourth Industrial Revolution. AI technology has 
great educational value as scientific technology itself. Also, 

1  과학기술정보통신부

2  인공지능대학원지원 사업

©
 Shutterstock

Sogang’s Mentoring Programs for Start-up Businesses
Sogang University’s start-up support group, Sogang Business Center has been 
conducting a mentoring program called the Se7en-Up+ mentoring program, or 
Seven Up Plus mentoring program. Its objective is to promote the growth of 
prospective individuals or start-up companies by guiding them through the program 
with not one, but seven mentors representing respective areas per group. The seven 
areas are BM (Business Model), management, finance, intellectual property rights, 
exports, investment. Believing the conventional 1:1 mentoring to have limits in 
solving the numerous problems businesses face, Sogang Business Center came up 
with the 7:1 mentoring program. More specifically, the program consists of several 

stages. The participants will be assisted first with a customized 7:1 group mentoring with specialists from the above-mentioned 
fields. Next, they will receive a more advanced level of mentoring for two hours. Participants may receive mentoring up to three 
times in total. Further details about the program including recruitment and schedule can be found on Sogang’s website. 

© Sogang

A Sense of Unity from Sogang, to Sogang
In May 2021, Sogang’s Foreign Exchange Office announced a new project they initiated for 
Sogangers in the midst of COVID-19. The project, named “From Sogang, to Sogang” was 
prepared for Sogangers who might be feeling desolated because of the social distancing that 
prevents them from making new acquaintances and furthering friendships. All Sogangers 
can take part in this event. Fellow students and alumni are invited to leave a message they 
would like to share with other Sogangers, and one will be chosen to be printed and hung up 
high in the form of a banner that greets visitors at the front gate. This project has already 
progressed and over two weeks, an estimate of 200 Sogangers; students, professors, and 
even parents, have joined in and left phrases, maxims, and messages they want to relay to 
the others who are also in this together. This is certainly exceptional for an event hosted by 
the school to receive many positive reactions in such a short period. “Although we cannot 
meet, Sogang is always by your side.ˮ This message from Kim Yeon-jun (21, Graduate 
School) was the first to be put up for not only Sogangers, but also everyone who needs a 
sense of belonging. Hopefully it will be the first to many students more to come as “From 
Sogang, To Sogang”, which becomes one of Sogang’s cultures. 

© Sogang Offical Blog 

Sogang’s Third Success in AACSB Accreditation
On the 7th of April, Sogang Business School obtained their third in a row accreditation of 
the Association to Advance the Collegiate Business School (AACSB). The AACSB is a 
worldwide certified institution for business education programs, thus highlighting Sogang 
Business School’s outstanding results of three consecutive acquisitions. This year marked 
the fifth year of reevaluation of the AACSB accreditation after Sogang’s first obtainment 
in 2009. However, due to COVID-19, the assessment took place virtually through Zoom. 
In this assessment, the digital transformation applicated curriculum and programs opened 
and operated according to the needs of students who led to Sogang Business School’s 
accreditation extension. The fact that only three percent of the world has succeeded in 
obtaining the AACSB accreditation proves Sogang Business School is a proud and valuable 
asset to Sogang. 

By Son Hye-ri (Photography Reporter)

annabelson@sogang.ac.kr

© Sogang

it can be utilized in various fields, which has made it a key 
course in SW-focused university trends. This AI education has 
gained its significance in university education as the industrial 
field has been struggling with the lack of personnel. In fact, 
the industry requires so much talent that there was even a 
prediction that there would be a demand of 14,000 AI and SW 
labor forces by 2022. Considering this circumstance of the 
AI industry, the government declared the Digital New Deal 
as one of the government’s top priorities and came up with a 
plan to train 100,000 core talents in the field of AI and SW. 
The AI graduate school support project which provides a great 
number of subsidies in AI education and R&D was also a part 
of this policy. Once selected as a part of the AI graduate school 
program, a university can receive up to one billion won this 
year and two billion won starting next year–a total of nine 
billion over five years. With future evaluation, schools can 
receive up to 19 billion won in funding for further development 
of the AI field over ten years. This advantage attracted many 
universities, including Sogang, which needs significant 
investment to renovate the AI education system.

This was not the first time that the MSIT designated 
government-funded AI graduate schools. MSIT has designated 
12 universities as government-financed AI graduate schools 
in total since the latter half of 2019. Unfortunately, MSIT 
announced that there would be no additional selection of 
funded AI graduate schools unless there is a special reason, 
which makes it even harder to lay the financial foundations for 
strengthening AI capability. 

Education of Sogang in the era of
the 4th Industrial Revolution

Education of Sogang in the era of
the 4th Industrial Revolution
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Then why was Sogang eliminated from the project? 
Seoul National University and Chung-Ang University, the 
two universities that won this project, have both proposed 
plans to expand their full-time faculties and to establish AI-
focused research complexes and/or specialized curricula. In 
comparison, Sogang’s efforts did not rise to the occasion. 
Prof. Jung commented on this issue, saying “Sogang has 
also invested a significant amount of work into securing new 
faculty and constructing a well-systemized AI curriculum. If 
the University Headquarters3 had been able to hold an active 
discussion regarding the significance of this academic program 
and created an official preparation task force backed with the 
consensus of the Sogangers, Sogang would have been able 
to apply from the very first selection process. Even if Sogang 
did not make it to the top three during the first selection, such 
readiness would have allowed us to be better prepared for 
the second, third and forth selection processes. I believe that 
Sogang’s financial status made it difficult for HQ to move 
forward with funding one designated field of study.” While 
Sogang lacks government assistance, The Sogang Herald 
hopes Sogangers also take a look at what the school has 
worked on to strengthen AI capability and make up for the loss. 

Sogang’s Current Efforts to Meet the AI Demand

Sogang has tried a variety of approaches to equip AI 
capabilities. One is running the AI interdisciplinary major, 
which aims to foster AI specialists who will help navigate 
the rapidly changing circumstances of the fourth Industrial 
Revolution. This is done through AI technology which focuses 
on a curriculum that involves intensive lectures about deep 
learning and AI engineering. Prof. Jung explained, “Unlike the 
Convergence Software course that Sogang has operated, the AI 
interdisciplinary major extends its subject into broader studies 
such as the study of graphic structure4 and matrix5. To be more 

specific, the AI interdisciplinary major provides a variety of 
applied AI subjects from AI basic theory to the applied studies 
on the basis of business administration, economics, media, art 
and technology.”

In addition, Sogang is operating an AI Institute that 
concentrates on developing AI technology and fostering 
research personnel. To increase human resemblance in AI, 
researchers at the institute are conducting research regarding 
human cognition based upon the compound intelligence 
comprising language, hearing, vision, and emotions. They are 
planning to dive further into the area of behavioral intelligence 
and intelligent agents. The institute is currently looking to 
specialize its research through three phases of R&D the 
Growth, Take Off, and Maturation–finally aiming to have the 
research institute reach world-class standards and stimulate 
industry transfers based on joint research with local industries.

As well as training professionals in the AI field, Sogang  
has also put its effort into encouraging all students to equip AI 
knowledge regardless of their majors. Sogang has presented 
compulsory introduction courses up until last year, “Computing 
Thinking Skills6” which instructs the computer language 
Python used for AI development. It targets both the liberal 
arts and engineering students to enhance their sense of AI 
knowledge evenly. Furthermore, Sogang has tried to appoint 
more faculties from the AI field in various majors. Before the 
beginning of the first semester of 2021, Sogang posted the 
appointment of AI professionals in the Department of Art & 
Technology, which does not belong to the engineering faculty. 
As for the Business and Administration major, Sogang also 
provides an AI & Big Data Innovation course through its MBA 
course.

To further strengthen the AI capability of Sogang, the 
Sogang Committee of Development7 is also considering 
establishing a Department of AI8, discussed at the presidential 
meeting in April. Although specific plans for establishing a 
new Department of AI are yet undecided, the Committee of 
Development aims to strengthen the AI knowledge of both 
natural science and humanities students. On this decision, Prof. 
Jung commented, “Establishing the Department of AI is a good 
trial in a strategic way. Both Computer Engineering and AI 
interdisciplinary major that already exists in Sogang focus on 
technology. Therefore, the establishment of the Department 
of AI is expected to apply AI technology in liberal arts, and 
collect, analyze, and solve the data from the involved field. 
Development in that way would further be advantageous to 
win external research projects and add depth and breadth to the 
convergence education of Sogang. Applying AI graduate school 
financing project roots for the same purpose. It is not solely to 

secure the funding, but it is also the way that Sogang education 
has to go through. Establishment of the AI department is 
the first step to take.” Despite what the establishment of a 
Department of AI signifies, the issue should be handled in a 
prudent approach considering the existing problems which will 
be discussed in the latter part of the article.

Hurdles in the Way of AI Advancement

Many losses came from the failure to be re-designated as a 
SW-focused university, but the biggest damage yet is losing 
the opportunity to become involved in industry-academic 
cooperation and overseas research projects. While Sogang 
has been carrying out research projects in cooperation with 
participating companies, it pales in comparison to the steady 
research collaboration projects with foreign and domestic 
corporations of SW-focused universities. In addition, fostering 
AI expertise only through the AI interdisciplinary major 
programs that Sogang currently provides will prove to be 
considerably difficult. It is because the SW-focused curricula 
create an academic environment focused on teaching practical 
skills that will open up many doors for students going into the 
job market and establishing start-ups.

There are pre-existing problems within the system as well. 
Prof. Jung pointed out the shortage of staff and infrastructure, 
commenting that “If an increased number of students chooses 
to attend lectures about AI, the current school infrastructure 
and staff would not be able to handle the demand.” However, 
he still encouraged students to seek out classes offered by the 
AI interdisciplinary major and maintain a positive outlook. 
“When talking with the graduates, they say the majority 
of the individual and business activities happen based on 
mobile applications, which build on the technology of 
machine learning. It is said the history of mobile applications 
divides before and after the ‘Deep Learning Revolution.’ The 
graduates also said that even the MD or service directors in the 
enterprises are asked to have ‘coding literacy’ to communicate 
with engineers. Since ‘coding literacy’ is not limited to  either 
liberal arts or engineering, Sogangers can have coding literacy’ 
ability with no regard to their original majors. If every single 
student of Sogang, regardless of their major, can develop 
and utilize AI programs, it will accelerate Sogang’s progress 
and allow us to gain supremacy. For this to become a reality, 
numerous majors need to bring in professors associated with 
the AI field and practice in-depth interdisciplinary education, 
something Sogang is pursuing.”

In addition to Sogang’s shortcomings, Prof. Jung mentioned 
that there needs to be a change in the ways students approach ▶ The building of Adam Schall, one of the Sogang’s buildings.

and engage in studying AI. “The current AI interdisciplinary 
curriculum offers a variety of lectures that cross into different 
disciplines, all taught by exemplary professors. However, I 
feel that students tend to take the safer options and are quite 
reluctant to take risks in their area of studies. If they can go 
through the AI interdisciplinary major armed with enthusiasm 
and want for the challenge, they will be able to combine their 
major studies with AI and venture into  new fields of work.”

For AI and contemporary discipline to be fused into an 
interdisciplinary study, the participation and interest from 
students outside the engineering field are important. While 
this is necessary, the importance of building a curriculum that 
will train students to become professionals in the field of AI 
technology should also be recognized. Going forward, Sogang 
must find a balance between AI as an interdisciplinary study 
and as a specialized field.

Sogang’s Path to Strengthening AI Capability

Currently, Sogang is striving to foster AI-specialized talents 
and provides AI convergence educational courses. Indeed, 
achieving a happy medium between interdisciplinary and 
specialized approaches will be the key to Sogang’s education 
in the fourth Industrial Revolution. Still, two challenges of 
financial investment and Soganger’s interest in AI convergence 
education remain. What is essential is that Sogang education 
in the fourth Industrial Revolution requires a change from both 
Sogang and Sogangers. Sogang should secure enough finances 
and make major investments in the AI field, while Sogangers 
should also steadily monitor the achievement. Finally, the 
path of Sogang in this changing society means keeping the 
original spirit of Sogang education in line with current society. 
The Sogang Herald looks forward to a successful balance at 
Sogang amid the fourth Industrial Revolution. 

By Hong Chae-won, Seong Si-hyun (Cub Reporter)

codnjsh@sogang.ac.kr, turtle9158@sogang.ac.kr

3  서강대학교 본부
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Longing for Our Land, Dokdo
Dokdo has been a recurring source of tensions between Korea 
and Japan as Japan continues to lay impractical territorial claims 
over the islets in policy papers, public statements, and school 
textbooks. However, South Korea has effective control over 
Dokdo with a small police detachment since its liberation from 
Japanese colonial rule in 1945. The 263rd cover story deals with 
evidence that Dokdo is clearly Korean territory and also refutes 
Japanese false claims on their sovereignty over Dokdo. The 
Sogang Herald then looks at those who defended the Dokdo amid 
foreign aggression and concludes with further measures that can 
be taken to protect Dokdo.

The 45th Dokdo exploration trip was fully supported by Seorin Company. The Sogang Herald 
would like to extend our gratitude to Seorin Company for the sponsorship of our three-day trip 
to Dokdo/Ulleungdo.

© Dokdo Academy



Wrong Answer note:

Pg. 1779
Japan has recognized Dokdo as their own.

Textbook: Japanese History
The original copy of  “full map of  Japan and Earth” (1779) does 
not color Ulleungdo and Dokdo along with Joseon while coloring  
Japanese territories. This confirms that Japan recognized Dokdo 
outside of their territory.

Answer:

Pg. 1650
In the mid-17th century, fishermen in Tottori Prefecture had 
to be licensed by the Japanese shogunate government to fish 
at Ulleungdo. They also paid taxes to the Japanese government 
exclusively. During this time, Dokdo was utilized as a good berth 
for fishermen who were on their way to Ulleungdo. Moreover, 
abalone or sea lions harvested from Dokdo were given to the 
Japanese government. Because the Japanese government’s 
admirative power affected Dokdo, Dokdo is Japanese territory.

Textbook: Japanese Geography
1.  Although fishery right is the right to fish in domestic 

territorial waters, a passage license is unnecessary when 
fishing at domestic islands. This means that the Japanese 
Government did not recognize Ulleungdo and Dokdo as their 
territories.

2.  In 1693, Japan’s feudal government made a “Tottori Prefecture 
Written Answer” that said “Ulleungdo and Dokdo are not 
included in the Tottori Prefecture” to ban the Japanese from 
crossing Ulleungdo to fish.

3.  In 1902, Udo-gun Program7 was established to authorize Bae 
Gye-joo, Ullleungdo’s first county governor, to collect taxes 
for Ulleungdo and Dokdo’s marine products. Based on this 
program, there are detailed records about Japanese merchants 
paying taxes for the seafood they collected in Dokdo. The fact 
that the Ulleungdo Government Office collected taxes from the 
Japanese fishermen demonstrates that it was the government 
of the Korean Empire who had administrative power over Dokdo.

Answer:

Pg.1677
The topography “Eunju City Cheonghapgi” (1677) mentioned the 
existence of Dokdo for the first time. It records, “Eunju is in 
the middle of the North Sea... There is Songdo (Dokdo) if you 
walk in the northwest direction for one night and two days. 
From here, if you walk for another day, there is Jukdo(Ullengdo). 
These two islands are uninhabited lands, and seeing Goryeo8 on 
this island is like looking at Eunkido9 from Unju. In other words, 
Yvonne10’s northern border limits the state.” Therefore, Dokdo is 
Oki island’s annexed Island.

Textbook: Japanese Social Studies
The statement in “Eunju City Cheonghapgi” (1677) that “Japan’s 
northern borderland is Oki Island.” actually proves that the 
Japanese did not recognize Dokdo as their territory. In addition, 
over two times, in1693 and 1969, when Ahn Yong-bok visited 
Japan, the Tokugawa shogunate11, the feudal military government 
of  Japan, verified that Dokdo is Joseon territory and banned the 
Japanese from crossing it.

Answer:

COVER STORY 1

©
 xposM
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Historically,
Japanese Korean

1909
Studies of the books published by the 
government all recorded that “Ulleung, 
Usan are lands of Usanguk, and Usan is 
what Japan referred to as Matsu-Shima”

1990
“Korean Empire Government 1716th 
official gazette” Imperial order 41, 
Article 2 regulates that the location of 
the Uldo County Office is set to Daeha-
dong6 to control the entire Ulleungdo 
Island and Jukdo and Seokdo Islands.

1677
A topography “Eunju City Cheonghapgi” 
(1677) The first to mention the 
existence of Dokdo.

Geographically,
The current address of Dokdo is “1-96, Dokdo-
ri, Ulleung-eup, Ulleung-gun, Gyeongsangbuk-do, 
Republic of Korea.” While Dokdo is only 87.4 km 
away from Ulleungdo of Korea, it is 157.5 km away 
from Oki Island of Japan.

Choi Jong-duk was the first resident registered to 
live in Dokdo. Today, a married couple, Kim Sung-
do and Kim Shin-yeol, is living there as registered 
residents. Including them, a total of 14 people are 
registered as legal residents. There are about 40 
Dokdo National Guards, as well as three Dokdo 
lighthouse keepers and two Dokdo Management 
Office employees.

Dokdo, 
An Island of Korea

“Dokdo is our land. Our land!” The majority of 
Koreans will be able to sing along the chorus 
when this music plays. As the lyrics say, Dokdo 

is Korean Island and has been ever since its discovery. However, 
now that Japan is claiming sovereignty over Dokdo stronger 
than ever, it is crucial to rebut their false claims with irrefutable 
facts. Therefore, Cover Story 1 will educate the readers on the 
geographical and historical evidence why Dokdo is Korean 
territory.

2005
“A Book of Awareness on the Landing 
of the Joseon Dynasty in the Year of 
the Ninth Crescent of Yuanlu” An 
investigation report found in Oki Island 
in 2005 regarding Ahn Yong-bok stated 
that Ulleungdo and Dokdo are parts 
of Gangwon-do. This indicates that at 
the time, Ahn Yong-bok correctly stated 
Dokdo as Joseon territory.

1821
“Coast and Land of Great Japan map” 
(1821) Tokugawa shogunate designed a 
map of Japan five times. All of it marked 
the end of Japanese territory as Oki 
Island and excluded Dokdo, confirming 
Dokdo to be the Island of Joseon.

1870
The Meiji Government’s decision-
making department issued an official 
document that Ulleungdo and Dokdo 
are irrelevant to Japan, ensuring that 
they are not the territories of Japan.

1894
“Japan’s New comprehensive map of 
Joseon” (1894) clearly labeled Dokdo as 
a territory of Korea.

512
“The Chronicles of the Three States”
The oldest literature to record Dokdo 
as Korean land. It documents that 
General Isabu1 suppressed “Usanguk” 
(then Ulleungdo, Dokdo, etc.)

1531
“The Documentation of Local Product 
in the Revised and Augmented Survey of 
the Geography of Korea”2 Records that 
Ulleungdo and Dokdo exist in the East 
Sea.

1694
“Ulleungdo Document” The Joseon 
Dynasty confirmed the existence of 
Dokdo and recorded it.

1696
“The Annals of King Sukjong”
Records that a Korean civilian diplomat 
Ahn Yong-bok3 went to what is today 
Shimane Prefecture to confirm that 
Ulleundo and Dokdo are Korean 
territories.

1756
“Ganggyego”4

1808
“Brochure of Mangi”5

1  General of Silla

2  신증동국여지승람

3  Ahn Yong-bok: A fisherman and a civilian diplomat in the late   
 Joseon Dynasty. After sailing to Ulleungdo, he discovered a Japanese 
 fishing boat, reprimanded its sailors, and went to Japan after receiving 
 an apology.

4  Geographical books written by Shin Kyung-joon during 
 King Yeong-jo’s reign in the Joseon Dynasty.

5  During the Joseon Dynasty, Shim Sang-gyu and Seo Yeong-bo 
 described the finances and military system of the late Joseon Period.

6  A village in Gangwon-do, Republic of Korea.

7  울도군절목

8  A Korean kingdom founded in 918 that unified and ruled the Korean 
 peninsula until 1392.

9  Today Oki Island

10  Japanese land

11  The Muga administration was established in 1603 by Tokugawa 
 Ieyasu in Japan.
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Pg.1905
In 1905, Japan regulated Dokdo as an ownerless land, and through 
“Shimane Prefecture Notification No. 40”, Japan assigned it as 
Japanese territory.

Textbook: Japanese Civics
When “Shimane Prefecture Notification No. 40” was released, 
Dokdo was not an ownerless land. Also, this is not a valid 
legitimate action to obtain territorial sovereignty.
Five years before the release of Shimane Prefecture Notification 
No. 40, in the “1716th Korean Empire Government Gazette, 
Imperial Order NO.40”, the Korean Empire Government 
universally claimed that Dokdo is Korean territory.

Answer:

Pg.1951
Article Two of the San Francisco Peace Treaty states that 
“Japan recognizes the independence of Korea and gives up all the 
rights, titles, and claims regarding Korea including Ulleungdo, 
Jeju Island, Geomundo Island, etc.” However, it did not mention 
Dokdo Island. According to this Peace Treaty and 667th Supreme 
Commander of the Allied Powers Instruction (SCAPIN), Dokdo 
has been returned to Japan.

Textbook: Tokyo Shoseki History
Korea did not become independent from the San Francisco Peace 
Treaty. It already gained independence in Oct. 1945.
Also, because Dokdo is included in the areas specified in the 
“Cairo Declaration,” it was recovered from the illegal occupation 
of  Japan after their collapse. Suppose Japan claims that Dokdo 
is not a territory of  Korea because it was not mentioned in 
the Treaty. In that case, they also imply that all 3,000 Korean 
Islands unmentioned in the Treaty are not owned by Korea. The 
Peace treaty only listed a few notable islands.

Answer:

Pg.1952
In 1952, Dokdo was designated as a spot for bombing training 
for the US Armed Forces in Japan. Therefore, Dokdo was 
acknowledged as Japanese.

Textbook: Japanese Middle School Social Studies
When the US Armed Forces received complaints from Korea, they 
immediately stopped utilizing the spot for bombing training and 
officially notified Korea. Also, Dokdo was part of the Korean Air 
Defense Identification Zone (KADIZ) at the time. The fact that 
it was not part of the Japanese Air Defense Identification Zone 
(JADIZ) once again confirms that Dokdo is Korean territory.

Answer:

Pg. 2012
Japan has asked Korea three times to agree to a joint submission 
to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) about the issue of 
sovereignty. However, Korea refused each time.

Textbook: Tokyo Shoseki’s Social Studies Civics
During Tokyo’s last approach in 2012, the South Korean Foreign 
Ministry responded, “Dokdo is clearly part of Korean territory 
historically, geographically, and under international law, and no 
territorial dispute exists. The Japanese government’s proposal 
to take the Dokdo issue before the ICJ is not worth attention.” 
Ironically, this is similar to Tokyo’s approach with China over the 
Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea and with Russia over the 
South Kuril Islands.
Dokdo is a land of history that Korea regained after the 
Japanese Empire attempted to invade the Korean Peninsula. 
Japan claiming ownership of Dokdo based on the Japanese history 
of invasion is unreasonable.

Answer:

Lesson Learned
“A nation that forgets its past has no future.” Korea acknowledges this saying and has only been claiming what we know from our 
past: Dokdo is a territory of Korea. On the other hand, Japan is manipulating the past. Japan should realize that there will be no 
future regarding their ownership of Dokdo if they intentionally forget the truth, the history. In Cover Story 2 and 3, a more in-depth 
analysis of Dokdo will be covered along with the steps that can be taken to proclaim that Dokdo is the Korean land internationally. 

By Woo Ji-won (Campus Reporter)

wjw206@sogang.ac.kr
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COVER STORY 2

“An act of patriotism is not grandiose; it starts 
with small things.” As seen in the memoir of 
Captain Hong Soon-chil (Note 207), Koreans 

should try to spread the historical fact that Dokdo falls beneath 
the dominion of Korea by looking at which of those little 
things have been practiced and what can be done further. 
Cover Story 1 examined the historical background of Dokdo 
and the reasonable grounds that Dokdo belongs to Korea. 
Various documents, including The Chronicles of the Three 
States1, Goryeosa, and The Veritable Records of King Sejong2, 
clearly state Dokdo to be Korean territory. Nevertheless, 
Japan has continued to insist on its territorial sovereignty over 
Dokdo from 1905 to the present. Japan, vigilantly awaiting 
an opportunity, took advantage of the turbulent period of the 
Korean War and attempted to land illegally on Dokdo six times. 
Thankfully, 33 great men fought against the Japanese invasion, 
and future generations continue to carry on their noble spirits 
and the integrity of territorial sovereignty. In return, Cover 
Story 2 will delve into Dokdo guardians, who did their best to 
protect their country.

Dokdo Volunteer Forces: 
A Private Organization of 33 Militias

According to Article 2 of the Dokdo Volunteer Forces Support 
Act, Dokdo Volunteer Forces3 refers to an organization made 
up of Ulleungdo residents to defend Dokdo against Japanese 
invasion. It is recorded that they performed for a period of three 
years and eight months from April 20, 1953, when they landed 
on Dokdo, to Dec. 30, 1956, when they handed over security 
service tasks and equipment to the National Police. To explain 
further, it is significant in that it is a private organization of 33 
young and ambitious Korean War veteran volunteers, including 
Captain Hong Soon-chil. Since it was a garrison established in 
the name of justice4, they suffered financially. They received 
some support from the Ulleung Police Station, Ulleung County 
Office, and Military Manpower Administration5, but this was 
also insufficient. To take all possible steps for combat-capable 
conditions, Captain Hong willingly sold some of his inherited 
fields and paddies. Then he purchased necessary weapons, 
supplies, and food.

The Dokdo Volunteer Forces’ greatest achievement was 
stopping Japanese ships from landing illegally on Dokdo six 
times. The garrison stationed on Dokdo prevented the Japanese 
from exerting effective control by occupying Dokdo. Today, 
people highly appreciate their achievements. Down below are 
their six fights in an organized table.

Guardians of Dokdo 

The Sogang Herald12 

1  삼국사기

2  세종실록

3  독도의용수비대

4  의병

5  병사 군사령부 (현재 병무청)

© Illustraed by Kim Hui-ryong, a repoter of  koreajoongangdaily

©
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© Kyunghyang Shinmun

▶   The Dokdo Volunteer Forces including Captain Hong Soon-chil defended 
Dokdo for three years and eight months, laying the groundwork for the 
successive territorial sovereignty over Dokdo.
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The Dokdo Volunteer Guard not only prevented Japan from 
invading Dokdo but also strengthened Korea’s territorial 
sovereignty. Initially, they built the first station on Dokdo. 
At first, the militias monitored the surrounding area from 
the west coast; however, they decided to move the post to 
the top of Dongdo, where the sea route to Japan was clearly 
visible, to discover Japanese vessels’ invasion quickly. The 
hard work of creating a staircase to climb the steep heights of 
Dongdo entailed striking the rocks one by one. In the early 
days, they rode a barge6 from the barracks in Seodo to the 
camp in Dongdo and vice versa. Then, one day, an incident 
occurs in which the barge is overturned at the midpoint of 
moving equipment from Seodo to Dongdo. After the barge was 
overthrown, they swam across the 170-meter-long Dongdo 
and Seodo, establishing a camp on Dongdo. On frequent 
occasions, Japan secretly invaded Dokdo, removed the Korean 
territorial marker, and replaced it with the Japanese territorial 
marker. Japan’s brutality ended in May 1954 when the Dokdo 
Volunteer Forces started to reside on Dokdo. According to the 
testimony of Captain Hong, “calligrapher Han Jin-ho, who cut 
seals as a living on Ulleungdo, came to Dokdo and engraved 

the word ‘Korean Territory (韓國領)7’ on the cliff where the 
Dokdo veterans worked on a flat surface beforehand.” The 
three letters are still clearly engraved in the heart of Dokdo 
even after many years. Furthermore, on Aug. 5, 1954, the 
Dokdo Volunteer Forces assisted the Navy in installing a ten-
meter-high lighthouse on the rocky foundation of Dongdo. The 
lighthouse serves to illuminate that Dokdo is Korea’s unique 
territory.

The Noble Spirit of 
the Dokdo Volunteer Forces
The Dokdo Volunteer Forces, who have inherited the spirit of 
serving the country, are considered the last soldiers of the era. 
At that time, Korea was dealing with a war that concerned the 
fate of the nation. The militias could not wait for the Dokdo 
issue to be resolved during the war. They had a spirit of solving 
the situation by going ahead of their desire for the country to 
solve it. For this purpose, the Dokdo Volunteer Forces were 
formed to protect Dokdo, where people with the same will are 
voluntarily gathered. They even tried to protect Dokdo at the 
cost of personal money, which enabled the modern emergence 
of a volunteer garrison spirit. Dokdo would be different from 
what it is today without their sacrifices. Thus, rather than 
considering the long and short period of stay in Dokdo, the 
future generation must thank and respect the noble love of 
the country practiced by Captain Hong and the militias of the 
Dokdo Volunteer Forces. They were triumphant in hindering 
Japan’s occupation strategy. 

Dokdo Security Police: The Descendants 
of the Dokdo Volunteer Forces
The activities of the Dokdo Volunteer Forces became the 
foundation for the establishment of the 
Dokdo Security Police 
(DSP)8. 

On April 8, 1956, the DSP took over the security work 
from the Dokdo Volunteer Forces. To reinforce the Dokdo 
security, the two organizations, the DSP belonging to the 
Gyeongbuk Police Agency and the 318 Combat Police Unit9 
of the Ulleung Security Police, were integrated. About 20 to 
30 people are stationed on a regular basis, working in shifts 
day and night. With the abolition of the combat police system 
in 2011, the DSP began to receive volunteers among the 
recruiting auxiliary police10 applicants. In addition, due to the 
abolition of the auxiliary police system, police officers have 
been replaced after March 3, 2021. Through the riot police11 
deployed from October 2020, the DSP will carry out its duties 
in the future. All the guards are in the social position of police 
but are armed for defense. They are always on alert against 
the invasion of Dokdo by external forces through advanced 
scientific equipment. They are responsible for arresting those 
who illegally berth at Dokdo and notifying and stopping 
external aggression such as invading the territorial waters. 
Their duties also include welcoming and protecting tourists. 
As the regime and system have changed, the form of the 
Dokdo guard has also changed. The noble spirit of the Dokdo 
Volunteer Forces, who carried on their duties day and night 
with a conviction to protect Dokdo, has been passed on. Dokdo 
guardians are stationed in Dokdo, which encompasses the past 
and the present, empowering the Republic of Korea̓s claim of 
sovereignty over Dokdo. Since there are people who protect 
Dokdo, Dokdo can remain firmly as a Korean territory, and 
Korean people can live without fear.

Some have questioned why the police, not soldiers, are 
guarding Dokdo. Since Dokdo is not a disputed area but an 
indisputable Korean territory, it is legitimate to deploy the 
police who guard security zones rather than soldiers who guard 
troubled zones. As such, police were deployed to protect the 

civilians residing in Dokdo. It was also suggested 
that people with international recognition, such 

as BTS, could be assigned to the DSP to gain 
cultural diplomatic opportunities and 

inform the world that Dokdo is the territory of the Republic of 
Korea. In this way, it is necessary to support public relations to 
educate people that Dokdo is a tourist attraction, not a disputed 
area.

The Wishes of Guardians: 
Spiritual Succession
“What does Dokdo mean to you?” This phrase can be observed 
at the entrance to the Dokdo Volunteer Forces Memorial 
Hall. This phrase makes you think about the value of Dokdo 
beyond the existing perception that it simply belongs to 
Korea. Currently, the international community, excluding 
some countries, is ignorant of disputes over the sovereignty 
of Dokdo. Some people have walked an untrodden path that 
no one has ever walked. They lived, survived, and defended 
Dokdo in a harsh environment where even proper food was 
unavailable. They made great achievements for the country 
through the practice and challenge of their devotion to the 
nation. They served the country without hesitation. The spirit 
of the Dokdo Volunteer Forces is enlightening the descendants 
who only want and wait for the country to act in the event of 
a dangerous situation. They left behind the lesson that people 
must cultivate a spirit of defense and a sense of civic awareness 
of loving their country. 

While social movements, such as the Black Lives Matter, 
centered on young people, are prominent all over the world, 
many young Koreans of the present generation tend to be 
indifferent to politics and social reform. They should know that 
most of the positive changes in this world have been driven by 
the young. Independence Movements including the March 1st 
Independence Movement Day12, April Revolution13, Gwangju 
Uprising14, and Bu-Ma Democratic Protests15, all these social 
movements were driven by the voluntary influence of young 
people who had a desire to change the existing irrational 
system and regain their legitimate rights. If the world created 
by the former generation is wrong, there is time for young 
intellectuals to correct it. To protect Dokdo, Sogangers must 
inherit the spirit of Dokdo Volunteer Forces, be aware of the 
accurate history, and protect the precious values of the Korean 
land, Dokdo. Captain Hong said, “I just hope that our activities 
in the past will be a reference to the love of the country for 
young people.” Following his words and hope, courageous 
young intellectuals should realize that they have the power 
to change their future. Sogangers can also become volunteer 
forces. Furthermore, it is also important to know how to 
respond and refute it, along with knowing the history properly. 
Therefore, in the next article, Cover Story 3 will look at the 
countermeasures against the Japanese invasion of Dokdo. 

By Min Seung-youn (Int’l & Social Reporter)

piamin03@sogang.ac.kr

© dokdosisanews

▶   The Dokdo Security Police, who inherited the spirit of the Dokdo Volunteer 
Forces, are residing on the lonely island of Dokdo with a passionate patriotism 
and protecting Dokdo from outside invaders.

▶   The Dokdo Volunteer Forces Memorial Hall was built to commemorate the 
dedication of the Dokdo Volunteer Forces and to inherit the spirit of protecting 
the homeland.
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6  전마선

7  한국령

8  독도경비대

9  318 전경대

10  의무경찰

11  기동대

12  삼일절

13  4·19 혁명

14  5·18 광주 민주화 운동

15  부마 민주 항쟁

1953.05.23 Blocked the first Japanese patrol boat discovered: 
A warning fire prevented the landing of the 1000-ton Japanese patrol 
ship. This is the first case of a Japanese ship arriving near Dokdo but 
failing to land and returning.

1954.05.29 Drove out a fishery examination boat: 
The 450-ton fishing training ship was deported by verbal warning without the 
use of force. 

1954.07.28 Stopped the Japanese armed patrol ships: 
The Dokdo Volunteer Forces instantly prepared for combat against the 
Japanese ship that was intruding the territorial waters of Dokdo. They 
demanded immediate eviction, and the two patrol vessels withdrew. 

1954.08.23 
Dislodged Japanese armed patrol ship by shooting: 
The heavily armed patrol boat belonging to the Japan Maritime Security 
Agency approached the 300m point from the east coast. To defeat it, Korean 
militias had to fire 600 machine guns at the tail of the ship for ten minutes.

1954.10.02
Repelled Japanese armed patrol ship with a fake wooden cannon: 
The Japanese patrol ship appeared periodically. At this time, one guard came 
up with an ingenious idea to create a large cannon-shaped model by using the 
pinewood left behind after building the barracks. Then, militias pretended to 
have a cannon at Dokdo camp. Although it was a primitive method, it was 
an excellent strategy for deceiving Japanese ships. When the Japanese patrol 
boats approached Dokdo, seven militias pretended to fire artillery with a 
wooden cannon, and the Japanese patrol boats hurriedly ran away.

1954.11.21 
Battle of Dokdo – repulsed Japanese patrol ships by firing mortar:  
Armed Japanese patrol boats illegally invaded the coast of Dokdo. Even 
though the forces warned them, the Japanese ships continued to get closer to 
the northwestern point of the west coast. In response, Korean forces fired six 
mortars, one of which hit a Japanese patrol ship.
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COVER STORY 3

No More Quiet Diplomacy. 
It is Time for Vocal Engagement
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“Takeshima” is theirs in school textbooks, the South Korean 
government and private organizations are working together 
to enhance youth education. For example, in April 2007, the 
International Solidarity for Dokdo Protection2 found public 
interest and concerns about Dokdo and decided to form 
“Dokdo Academy” to cultivate a young generation with a 
strong will to protect Dokdo and the East Sea. As a result, 
by the end of July 2020, the number of students educated 
in the academy was about 7,000, and they are taking the 
lead in various fields to neutralize Japan’s territorial and 
historical distortions. Likewise, youth education should be 
prioritized to publicize the truth and crisis of Dokdo. A lack 
of education has been blamed for the youth’s ignorance of 
age-old historical conflicts like the Dokdo issue. Our reality 
is that most people in Korea cannot logically explain why 
Dokdo is Korean territory. The Korean government and 
private organizations need to work together and put more 
effort into Dokdo education. It is urgent to open university 
lectures on Dokdo and publish textbooks containing 
more detailed Dokdo contents through textbook guideline 
revision. 

     

Strengthening of Effective Control 
over Dokdo 

What is “effective control?” The concept of effective 
control is a crucial element to maintain the territorial title. 
Therefore, knowing the concept of effective control is 
especially important regarding Korea’s claims of territorial 
sovereignty over Dokdo island. Effective control can 
be described as “an intentional display of power and 
authority over the territory, by exercising jurisdiction and 
state functions, on a continuous and peaceful basis.” The 
concept has been developed through some significant 
international cases, such as the Island of Palmas case 
(1928), the Legal Status of Eastern Greenland (1933), and 
the Nicaragua/Colombia case (2019). Yet, there are no 
established conditions or principles in international law 
regarding the degree of effective control; therefore, it must 
be judged in specific cases. However, through the past 
cases, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)’s requirement 
for effective control can be summarized in several ways: 
1) Persistent of peaceful domination 2) The subject of 
effective control should be the state, not the individual 
3) The exercise of sovereignty over the territory must be 

realistic 4) based on such exercise of sovereignty, a state 
must continuously exercise and express its sovereignty. 

Then how is Korea currently working on effective 
control of Dokdo? Dokdo has continuously been home to 
several Korean civilians. In March 1965, Choi Jong-duk 
became the first-ever civilian to reside on Dokdo. Currently, 
Dokdo is home to Kim Shin-yeol (her husband Kim Sung-
do passed away in Oct. 2018), 25 police personnel, three 
lighthouse managers, and two staff members of the Dokdo 
Office. Opening Dokdo to the public in 2005 also can 
be seen as part of Korea exercising effective control. In 
the past, Dokdo had been difficult to visit even for those 
interested in the island. In 2005, it first became a travel 
destination for the public, as the South Korean government 
lifted restrictions on arrivals on the islets. Previous landings 
had been restricted to the environment and ecosystem 
protection purposes or security and safety personnel. The 
average number of visitors to Dongdo (East Islet) continues 
to increase every year. In addition, facilities that help 
residents to live on the island also have been implemented. 
Facilities like drinking systems, docking facilities, and 
staffed lighthouses not only improved the life quality 
of Dokdo civilians but also played the role of evidence 
for Korea’s effective control on Dokdo. Despite these 
efforts, there is one problem that remains as an obstacle in 
strengthening the effective control of Dokdo.

It is the “New Korea-Japan Fisheries Agreement”3. 
Some experts blame this agreement as to the cause of 
Japan’s emboldened stance and provocations. The key 
issue with this agreement was the starting point of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone4 (EEZ). The two sides agreed 
to set Ulleungdo as Korea’s starting point of the EEZ and 
leave Dokdo as a so-called “middle zone.” Since then, the 
middle zone has been the cause of dispute over the Dokdo 
issue. While Korea interpreted it simply as a place located 
between Korea and Japan, Japan claimed sovereignty 
over the Dokdo islets and defined the middle zone as a 

Diplomatic relationships between South Korea and 
Japan are getting worse as both countries respond 
actively to the subject of the ownership of Dokdo. 

The Dokdo dispute is not a new phenomenon. Rather, the 
islands, which are located midway between South Korea 
and Japan, have served as a constant source of tension 
between the two countries’ governments and citizens since 
1945. However, Shimane Prefecture’s enactment of the 
“Takeshima Day” in March 2005 and the Japanese attempt 
to do a hydrological survey of the water around Dokdo 
without the Korean government’s permission in April 2006 
became the starting point of a full-fledged territorial dispute 
between two countries. In response, the South Korean 
government started to take strong measures against Japan. 
In Cover Story 3, The Sogang Herald will examine the 
current countermeasures regarding the dispute over Dokdo 
and evaluate the approach to these issues that have been 
made so far while suggesting a desirable solution. 

Empowering Youth to Become 
Tomorrow’s Protector

One of the factors making Dokdo’s sovereignty issues more 
complex and sensitive is nationalism, which lies at the base 
of the people’s minds. When the issue of Dokdo is combined 
with nationalism, consciousness is formed that citizens from 
both countries cannot let the other countries seize Dokdo. 
For example, when Japan’s Shimane Prefecture officially 
announced Dokdo as Japanese territory in 2005, Koreans 
holding anti-Japanese sentiment, expressed their feelings by 
burning and tearing the Japanese flag. Similarly, Japanese 
also expressed their anti-Korean feelings after seeing 
their national flag mutilated on the news. In other words, 

sovereignty over Dokdo is not a mere issue of the island but 
is directly related to the emotional issue of the nation and its 
past experiences. Whenever the Dokdo issue arises, many 
Koreans express their feelings through sporadic actions, 
such as boycotting Japanese products and candlelight vigils, 
led by several organizations. However, the reality is that one 
can never beat the other by simply putting one’s emotions 
first and then forgetting the problem after time passes. This 
is why Korea should reinforce education on Dokdo. 

Regarding the education on Dokdo, the Japanese 
government has actively included information about Dokdo 
in Japanese textbooks. On March 24, the Japanese Ministry 
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology 
(MEXT) announced its authorization of textbooks to be 
used in middle schools for four years beginning in 2021. 
In examining 17 textbooks approved in three subjects in 
middle school social studies, 14 included claims that South 
Korea is “illegally occupying” Dokdo. Furthermore, the 
publisher wrote that the Japanese government argues that 
Takeshima1 is intrinsically Japanese territory that has never 
been the territory of any other country in one of the social 
studies history textbooks. The textbooks directly reflect the 
stance of the Japanese government. Japan’s newly approved 
textbooks are following revised guidelines revealed by the 
Japanese government on March 30, 2018. This reinforces 
territorial claims and teaches students that the Dokdo 
islets and Senkaku islands, which China calls Diaoyu, are 
a part of Japanese territory. Thus, the latest social science 
textbooks appeared to have reflected the guidelines to get 
authorization. 

As a countermeasure to Japan’s move to assert that 

1  Japanese name for Dokdo

2  독도수호국제연대

3  신한일어업협정

4  배타적 경제수역
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provisional zone whose ownership is ambiguous. Thus, 
the 1998 fisheries agreement has often been criticized for 
undermining Korea’s sovereignty over the islets. Academic 
and civic groups, which accused the government of making 
such an adverse agreement, insist that abolishing the “New 
Korea-Japan Fisheries Agreement” should be seriously 
considered to protect Dokdo and establish its status as an 
island. Then, a new agreement should be signed through 
thorough preparation. The validity of this agreement is three 
years, which means that it had already expired on Jan. 22, 
2002. However, no one has talked about this issue so far. 
Perhaps it is because they are afraid of having diplomatic 
friction with Japan. Nonetheless, if the Korean government 
has real courage, it should notify the termination of the 
agreement to Japan and demand renegotiation. 

Do You Know…Dokdo?

Some people might wonder why Korea should respond and 
rebut Japan’s distorted claim when Dokdo is already an 
integral part of Korean territory historically, geographically, 
and under international law. However, currently, Japan 
is moving forward to bring the Dokdo issue to the 
International Court of Justice by portraying Dokdo as a 
disputed area between Korea and Japan to the international 
public. If Japan’s claim of “Takeshima” sways the global 
crowd, it will inevitably be disadvantageous to Korea. 
Currently, Japan is actively promoting territorial issues. In 
particular, through providing funds to foreign information 
centers and scholars, Japan induces them to reflect Japanese 
claims in their textbooks and maps. Furthermore, The 
Nippon Foundation, a Japanese private, non-profit grant-
making organization, has provided support to renowned 
research institutes of the universities abroad and forced 
them to include Japanese claims in various publications. It 
shows an active movement in international acknowledgment 
and is implementing a positive international public opinion 
on Japanese territorial issues. 

The Korean government also conducts various Dokdo-
related projects. In 2015, about 17 billion won was used 
for Dokdo-related projects. Although it is decreasing little 
by little, the budget itself is not small compared to that of 
Japan. In reality, so much news about Dokdo coming from 
across the sea often disappoints Koreans, indicates that 

Korea’s effort to publicize its sovereignty over Dokdo is 
not very effective. Projects such as selecting an ambassador 
for Dokdo or collecting and correcting data of foreign 
books that are incorrectly marked as “Takeshima” or “Sea 
of Japan” must be continued. In addition, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs must reinforce the translation service on 
the Dokdo homepage and promote the fact that Dokdo is 
our land through videos and booklets that can leave lasting 
impressions on the international community. Furthermore, 
Koreans must focus on correcting the mislabeling of Dokdo 
and East Sea on mobile map apps and portal sites. 

Through a series of Cover Stories, The Sogang Herald 
has tried to handle the issue of Dokdo from diverse and in-
depth perspectives. In Cover Story 1, we focused on the 
historical, geographical reasons why Japan’s claim to Dokdo 
is unacceptable. Then in Cover Story 2, we dealt with the 
subject of the Dokdo Volunteer Force, which was formed to 
respond to Japan’s invasion of the Korean territory. Finally, 
we concluded our long journey of learning about Dokdo by 
suggesting appropriate measures. The Korean government 
and citizens, including Sogangers, must continue to actively 
respond to Japanese atrocities by inheriting the Dokdo 
Volunteer Forces’ spirit of sacrifice, who tried to protect 
Dokdo from the Japanese invasion. 

By Kim Sung-young (Public Opinion Editor)

sngyung09@sogang.ac.kr
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The 4th Basic Plan for Healthy Families: 
Navigating the 2021 Transition of Korean “Family”

2021 has been a very symbolic and dynamic year for Korean 
society regarding the concept of family. For instance, Sayuri 
Fujita, a well-known media personality and a voluntarily 
unmarried mother, began appearing on the parenting reality 
show titled The Return of Superman1 and aroused the 
discussion about the concept of family. It led to a controversy 
over “normal family views” and “the right to have children” via 
the Blue House National Petition and became one of the hottest 
topics. The social discussion has become more progressive 
as the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family (MOGEF) 
announced the fourth Basic Plan for Healthy Families (BPHF)2, 
which will be the basis for family policy promotion for the 
next five years. The new plan presents various policy proposals 
reflecting recent changes in families, including diversification 
of family forms and increased interest in family members’ 
rights. Among the numerous proposals, the abolition of the 
“prioritization of paternal surname”3 and the expansion of the 
family’s legal scope have been gaining great attention from 
society.

In this sense, The Sogang Herald portrays how the 
abolition of the “prioritization of paternal surname” policy and 
the expansion of the family’s legal scope would work, points 
out the background of the new plan, and explores the factors 
that our society should consider.

The Abolition of the 
“Prioritization of Paternal Surname”

The first major policy proposal from the newest plan is to 
abolish the principle of “prioritization of paternal surname.” 
The principle literally means that when a newly born child 
is named, one’s father’s surname should be put first over 
the mother’s surname. It is applied in current Korean law as 
stated in Article 781 of the Civil Act. The status quo allows 
the maternal surname only when a couple has consulted to use 
it while reporting their marriage. Some exceptional cases are 
also allowed, such as cases of divorce, remarriage, and child 
out of wedlock. However, even in those cases, the legal system 
demands very complicated procedures including trials to 
change the surname and family clan of the child. It is known to 
be stricter for adults.

With this circumstance, the fourth BPHF aims to abolish 
the principle by alleviating the barrier for the use of maternal 
surnames. The proposal intends to amend the law to allow 
parents to consult about the use of maternal/paternal surnames 
when reporting the birth of a child, not their marriage. Given 
that most couples take a few years to have a child after marriage, 
there will be relatively more time available for parents 
to discuss the child’s surname and proceed with the legal 
procedures.

The Background of the Abolition

The reasons for the government’s attempt to abolish the 
“prioritization of paternal surname” are to reflect on the 
social demand and realize gender equality regarding the 
law. The principle and Article 781 have been pointing out 
that legally forcing one to have a paternal surname as the 
default surname puts a father’s rights before a mother’s, 

1  슈퍼맨이 돌아왔다(KBS2)

2  제4차 건강가정기본계획

3  부성우선주의(父姓于先主義)

▶   Minister of Gender Equality and Family Chung Young-ai announces the "fourth 

Basic Plan for Healthy Families" at the Central Government Complex on April 
27th, 2021.
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which violates gender equality. This unfavorable view was 
well elucidated by activist Lee Seol-ah and her husband Jang 
Dong-hyun, who filed a constitutional complaint about the 
principle. The couple has gone through the above-mentioned 
complicated procedure with giving a maternal surname, and 
they have been full of questions such as “If a marriage is a 
relationship based on equal rights, why would an explicit 
agreement be mandatory only with the maternal surname?” 
Lee and Jang claimed that the current law infringes on the 
Constitution’s Article 36 Clause 14 and Article 105, and 
no legitimate legislative purpose can be found behind the 
discriminative law.

The condemning viewpoint on the current law has 
been sympathized with the public as well. According to 
the survey done by Korea Legal Aid Center for Family 
Relations6 in 2018, 67.6% out of approximately 3,000 
respondents answered that prioritization of paternal surname 
is unreasonable, and 71.6% claimed that the child’s surname 
should be decided by their parents after deliberation as an 
alternative. The result shows that the mainstream opinion is 
to abolish the prioritization of paternal surname principle and 
apply the equivalent procedure to both paternal and maternal 
surnames. As reflecting reality is the principle that laws need 
to pursue, adhering to the prioritization of paternal surname 
would only be a very outdated decision far from reality.

Even the government and the legal experts have begun 
acknowledging the reality and considered the prioritization 
of paternal surname problematic. The Legislative Improvement 
Committee for Inclusive Family Culture7 affiliated to 
the Ministry of Justice stated, “To realize equal marital 
relationship in family life, it is recommended to revise 
Article 781 of Civil Act completely by abolishing the 
principle of prioritization of paternal surname and/or making 
parental consultation mandatory.” For these reasons and 
backgrounds, eradicating the principle and allowing couples 
to consult with a surname when reporting a birth would 
contribute to the establishment of a system that embodies 
equal marital relationships and respects autonomous 
agreements made by the family.

The Factors to be Considered with the Abolition

Although the abolishment of the principle is expected to 
bring positive impacts on our society, there are still some 
factors that need to be considered and improved. First of 
all, since paternalism and prioritization of paternal surname 
have remained strong as conventions for a long time, the 
government should put in more effort and come up with 
devices to guarantee that the marital agreements will 
be done in an equal and deliberate environment for this 
abolishment to have practical effects. Furthermore, additional 
explanations are needed for certain scenarios. What if the 

consultation between parents is ruptured? What if the child 
is dissatisfied with their parents’ decision and desires to go 
by another surname? To reduce such potential disruptions, 
rooms are remaining to be filled with and be prepared by the 
government and the society.

The Expansion of the Family’s Legal Scope

The other major policy proposal is expanding the legal scope of 
the term family. For now, the concept of family is restrictively 
defined as “the basic units consisting of marriage, blood ties, 
and adoption.” The fourth BPHF is expected to amend the law 
so that the legal concept of the family includes cohabitation, de 
facto marriage, abused child fostering home, etc.

The Background of the Expansion

The background of expanding the legal scope of the term 
family has to do with reflecting the social trend as the social 
understanding of the family has altered. According to “the 
National Poll on Family Diversity” done by the MOGEF, the 
percentage of people who considered themselves a family 
if they share housing and livelihood, even if not in legal 
marriages or blood-relationship, increased 2.2%p from the 
previous year, 69.7%.

Moreover, the new plan intends to remove barriers that 
had to be faced if they were not legally “family” despite 
practically sharing housing and livelihood. For example, the 
current funeral law prohibits the cohabitant from holding 
a funeral of the other unless they are legally a family, 
regardless of how long they have lived together. Also, in the 
case of a de-facto marriage or a cohabitation relationship, it 
is impossible to properly cope with urgent medical situations 
since they are prohibited from filling out the consent form 
of surgery according to the Civil Act. The new plan intends 

to reduce and prevent those problematic urgent situations 
caused by formal obstacles, thereby increasing social utility.

The Factors to be Considered with the Expansion

Even if the enlargement of the legal scope of family seems to 
be practical and optimistic, there are some factors that could 
be viewed as unfavorable and unrealistic. First of all, there 
are concerns about amending numerous laws that depend 
on what family means. For example, distinguishing legal 
marriage from de facto marriage would also inevitably alter 
depending on the legal definition of “family.” It is likely to 
raise concerns about the fundamental shift of the relevant 
value systems and social order. Also, since so many laws are 
related to the theme of “family,” the process of reviewing 
and revising them will incur enormous time and costs. 
Furthermore, some point out that the expanded legal scope 
of “family” could bring about resistance to the religious 
community by raising concerns that it could move toward 
recognition of same-sex marriage and homosexuality in the 
upcoming future.

Nevertheless, there are five years set for preparation. 
Since laws and policies must reflect and demonstrate 
the social status quo, the transition to a more inclusive 
familyconcept seems to be an inevitable task for our society. 
Also, homosexuality and same-sex marriage part are issues 
that should be discussed in full scale.

The Next Big Thing: Same-Sex Marriage Legislation

Although the abolition of “paternal surname first” was included 
in the fourth BPHF, Lee, who filed a constitutional complaint, 
expressed her dissatisfaction with the plan as the same-sex 
marriage legislation issue was excluded. Indeed, the arguments 
against the legislation of same-sex marriage are becoming 
less convincing nowadays. The opponents of the legislation 
argue that the family’s core function of reproduction cannot 
be carried out in same-sex marriage and therefore cannot 
be legally recognized as same as the opposite-sex marriage. 
However, the opponents overlook that opposite-sex marriage 
is not legally protected on the premise of reproduction. Given 
that the birth rate in many nations including Korea has fallen 
dramatically and the proportion of children born out of wedlock 
has increased, oppositie-sex marriage does not guarantee 
reproduction anymore. If the reproduction is no more a realistic 
standard, and if there is no difference in that both couples have 
very close economic, social, physical, and mental relationships, 
there is no reason to treat same-sex marriage differently.

While the traditional arguments against same-sex marriage 
have been losing their persuasiveness, the issue of same-
sex marriage has never been practically mentioned for more 
than 30 years, due to the fear of a backlash from religious 

communities and the advocates of traditional family systems. 
Nonetheless, efforts are needed at the government level like 
mentioning same-sex marriage legislation in the BPHF to lure 
interests in the legislation and to pave the way for practical and 
comprehensive discussions in our society.

Conclusion

In addition to the legal abolishment of “prioritization of 
paternal surname” and the “expansion of family’s legal scope,” 
the fourth BPHF included a variety of initiatives such as 
broadening the number of people eligible for child-care leave 
from wage workers to all employees. However, as there is a 
saying that “There is no perfect policy in the world,” these 
movements need attention, feedback, and social discussions 
from the public to realize the goal as fast as possible. 
Therefore, The Sogang Herald asks Sogangers to focus on 
the fourth Basic Plan for Healthy Families and other family-
related issues that our society will face one day including the 
aforementioned legislation of same-sex marriage. 

By Jeon Kun-hee (Cub Reporter)

dkhjeon@sogang.ac.kr

▶   Lee Seol-ah, left, and Jang Dong-hyun, an activist couple, visited the 
Constitutional Court and filed a constitutional complaint to review the 
constitutionality of the nation's family registration law on March 18th, 2021.
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▶   The Green Party Korea held a press conference at Gwanghwamun Square to 
announce its pledge to enact same-sex marriage legislation on March 4th, 2016.
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4   Marriage and family life shall be entered into and sustained on the basis of 
individual dignity and equality of the sexes, and the State shall do everything in 
its power to achieve that goal.

5  All citizens shall be assured of human worth and dignity and have the right to 
 pursuit of happiness. It shall be the duty of the State to confirm and guarantee 
 the fundamental and inviolable human rights of individuals.

6  한국가정법률상담소

7  포용적 가족 문화를 위한 법제개선위원회
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87K along the waterway southeast of Ulleungdo 
A lonely island, home to birds 
No matter how many insist of their own 
Dokdo is our land

- Korean song “Dokdo is our land”

Photography by Cha Min-kyoung

THROUGH THE LENS
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A plot of land in Dongjak-gu, Seoul, which was 
originally used as the US military base for the past 55 
years, has recently been transformed into a space for 

women and families: Space Sallim. It is found once a visitor 
comes out from exit two or three of the Daebang Station on 
Subway Line 1. It is a complex cultural space operated by the 
Seoul Foundation of Women and Family with the hope for 
Seoul city to realize gender equality. The space intends to save 
everyone, including women and families in various forms. It 
ensures a space where women entrepreneurs can maintain the 
balance between business and childcare, and where many start-
ups with gender and environmental viewpoints are supported, 
leading various lifestyles. Besides, citizens can have rest and 
leisure through community spaces. As it holds various social 
values, The Sogang Herald looks into Space Sallim and 
introduces its several shops of start-ups.

The History of the Space 
That Space Sallim Revived
Space Sallim occupies an area where the US army base “Camp 
Gray” had been located until returned in 2007. The US military 
army base has a painful history of Koreans in the modern 
era. Since North Korea invaded South Korea and the Korean 
War broke out in 1950, the US troops have continued to be 
stationed in South Korea even today. While the US troops have 
significantly contributed to coping with the security threats on 
the Korean Peninsula, a dark side exists. Since the beginning 
of the US military’s stationing in 1948, serious crimes such 
as murder, robbery, rape, and lynching committed by the US 
soldiers have steadily occurred and been reported. The serious 
representative cases include the Yun Kuem-yi murder case in 
1992. However, most crimes committed by the US soldiers 
were not punished appropriately because the US military 
has the status of extraterritoriality according to the status of 
forces agreement (SOFA)1. Following several serious incidents 
by the US soldiers, the anti-American sentiment among 
Koreans surged. In addition, the Yangju highway incident in 

2002, where two middle school girls were crushed to death 
by a US armored vehicle by an accident, acted as a catalyst 
of demonstrations. Many people including college students 
were outraged for the defendant were ruled “not guilty,” and 
demonstrated in the streets in Seoul, arguing for the punishment 
by the Korean court against the US soldiers committing crimes. 
“Camp Gray” was also attacked by 40 Molotov cocktails of 30 
Korean college students in Nov. 2002. In this sense, the spaces 
of the US military base seem to connote the tough lives and 
resentment of Koreans. 

After the site of “Camp Gray” was returned in 2007, it was 
used as an obsolete space or sometimes as an empty lot for 
citizens. To utilize the place that lay dead and stagnant for so 
long, the Seoul government held a competitive presentation in 
2014, and the plan for creating Space Sallim was selected. The 
word “Sallim” means “reviving” in Korean. Space Sallim has 
historical significance in that it revives the dead earth and uses 
it to revive the lives of women and families.

The Spatial Composition of Space Sallim
All the space in Space Sallim can be used as experimental 
fields where women challenge their work. The space is largely 
divided into two zones: work zones for female innovative start-
ups and living zones for various types of families and citizens. 
First of all, Space Sallim runs spaces for work and rest for 
tenant start-up companies being in line with the values pursued 
by Space Sallim. Through the shared office, tenant companies 
can share information and collaborate in a free atmosphere. 
Also, it enables start-ups with excellent products to operate 
promotion centers or stores so that they can experiment and 
verify the marketability of their products. Furthermore, Space 
Sallim discovers and lays the foundation for the growth of 
potential female start-ups, thereby expanding the culture of 
women’s start-ups.

Secondly, Space Sallim runs the living spaces that help 
citizens balance between work and childcare. If the people 
who need a space for telecommuting pay 33,000 won, they 

can utilize the shared office area. It intends to enable people to 
utilize it elastically, according to the situation of the rearer and 
the pattern of their child. It is divided into three spaces: shared 
office accompanied by child, concentrative work area where 
the rearer can be apart from the child, and lounge for rest. In 
the village library and village kitchen, families and citizens can 
also enjoy the spaces for various community activities to enrich 
relationships.

Recommendation of Start-up Shops 
That Occupied Space Sallim
1  The Period Shop:

The Period Shop is an offline store of a start-up, Ease&More. 
The start-up started curation commerce to change the 
women’s tormenting lives in menstruation. Since it received 
approval of FemmyCycle’s menstrual cups from the 
Ministry of Food and Drug Safety for the first time in Korea 
in 2017, it has gradually expanded the domestic menstrual 
cup market. It has distributed more than 300 menstrual 
products in Korea and held the menstrual fair event to share 
information. 

Once a customer enters the Period Shop, one can see 
the menstrual cups of all sorts displayed and even touch 
them freely. There is also a menstrual editor specializing in 
menstrual equipment, so it is possible to ask her how to use 
menstrual cups and to find which one fits the person. Even 
if the customer is not interested in using a menstrual cup, 
there are many other menstrual products available, such 
as organic menstrual pads, menstrual panties, and diverse 
helpful supplies during menstruation. The customer will 
be able to get affluent knowledge about healthy menstrual 
culture while looking around the shop.

2  B: Green Store:
B: Green Store is an offline store of Veggiespoon, which 
is a company pursuing a green lifestyle by distributing and 
selling vegan and eco-friendly products. All products sold 
here are carefully selected and tested. There are many vegan 
foods such as products of plant-based meat alternatives and 
vegan sauces. The shop also sells diverse vegan cosmetics, 
eco-friendly stationery products and household goods. 

In particular, if customers bring empty used bottles, they 
can refill the contents such as shampoo, conditioner, and 
detergents and pay the price per gram. Since the shop does 
not provide plastic bags for the environment, make sure to 
bring your shopping bag before you visit the store. 

3  Others: 
A vegan and eco-friendly bakery named Wholesome allows 
customers to enjoy healthy and delicious bread and get 
discounted by bringing a container. There is also a select 
shop called Dareun Store, and it would be fun to look 
around to see many products for children, women, and 
health. In addition, food stores are standing in a row in the 
second basement floor, which is directly connected to the 
subway, where you can enjoy salads, fruit juice, and fair-
trade desserts.

Conclusion
Space Sallim has a great significance in that it has transformed 
a stagnant space with wounds from the past into the space 
leading to new lifestyles. Recently, problems have emerged 
along with the socio-demographic changes, such as the increase 
in single-person households and disconnection among family 
members. On the other hand, there still exist chronic problems 
regarding women’s career breaks, and stubborn gender 
stereotypes. Even environmental issues are also becoming 
more and more serious. The problems are all hard to solve with 
only a single policy. In this regard, Space Sallim would be the 
space that allows the citizens and many private groups to be 
the agents of problem-solving. The innovative start-ups here 
would be able to cooperate among various fields and share their 
unique ideas, while citizens can come together and socialize. 
The Sogang Herald hopes Space Sallim will become a model 
and many spaces where innovation takes place in work and life 
be created. 

By Choi Ye-song (Int’l & Social Editor)

dpthd159@sogang.ac.kr
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1  Article 22 Clause 3, “The United States will have the first right to trial for   
 crimes committed by the US military during the execution of its duties.”

Space Sallim, Where Innovation in 
Work and Life Takes Place

Photography by Choi Ye-song

▶   In the Period Shop, the visitor can freely touch the menstrual cups and get 
the information of how to measure the length of vagina.

Photography by Choi Ye-song

▶   There is refill station that customers can refill the contents with used bottles 
in B: Green Store.
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The Labeling Game: Process of Finding Myself

As society changes rapidly due to COVID-19, the 
way individuals understand themselves has begun to 
change accordingly. Professor Kim Nan-do of Seoul 

National University reflected this trend in his book by picking 
the “Labeling Game” as one of the top 10 trends in 2021. The 
Labeling Game is a tendency to define an individual’s identity 
as a particular type, and to follow the lifestyle of that type. This 
is analyzed as a part of efforts to find self-identities among 
modern people. They are confused by the increasing anxiety 
due to the decrease of social contacts, which has spread around 
the world since early 2020. In other words, it is a gamified 
effort to resolve uncertain identity by setting one’s type and 
living a life that fits the particular type. These trends have made 
various psychological tests and contents popular. Individually, 
these contents help people indicate who they are, and socially, 
affect various areas such as education and marketing. The 
Sogang Herald will analyze the Labeling Game, which shows 
modern people’s efforts to find their direction in unstable daily 
lives.

The Process of the Labeling Game

The Labeling Game progresses through three phases. The 
first phase is the quantification process that is needed to 

converge individuals’ characteristics into specific types. The 
MBTI1 test, which has gone viral since last year, follows this 
process. It illustrates 16 types by combining four preference 
indicators: Extroversion-Introversion (E-I), Sensory-Intuition 
(S-N), Thinking-Feeling (T-F), and Judgment-Perceiving 
(J-P). Among them, the XXXJ type is derived by selecting 
answers related to characteristics that are close to judgment 
rather than selecting questions that divide judgment-
recognition inclination (J-P). The second phase is to personify 
a particular type of individual into a brand. This process of 
labeling individuals is needed to apply to brand marketing. In 
a consumption society, what brand a person consumes defines 
an individual’s identity. Expressions such as “Human Chanel” 

and “Walking Gucci” reveal this process well. It is a way of 
using the brand itself as a metaphor by comparing individual 
characteristics to brand characteristics. Thus, the unique image 
of an individual matches the identity of the brand. The final 
process of the Labeling Game is to be shared and verified. It 
is the process of sharing and confirming the results of labeling 
through quantification or figuration, which can appeal oneself 
to various other people. Since the core of the labeling test is 
sharing the results, those that are not shared on SNS are not 
very popular. The step of sharing test results on social media 
can act as a means of continuing to communicate with people 
of various types.

The Panoplie Effect in the Labeling Game

The aspect of identity by consumption has been emphasized 
for modern people living in the consumption society. 
Therefore, finding self-identity is moving toward the 
realm of consumption rather than staying in the realm 
of philosophy. The French semiotician, Jean Baudrillard 
defined the tendency to feel a sense of belonging to a 
group by imitating the consumption style of the wanted 
group as the “Panoplie effect.” The Panoplie effect refers 
to the phenomenon of identifying oneself with a group of 
consumers through purchasing particular products. The 
modern Panoplie effect associated with the Labeling Game 
differs from the Panoplie effect of the past. In the past, 
people often mimicked the purchasing pattern of groups 
they envied but felt difficult to belong to these groups 
such as aristocrats and celebrities due to their upward and 
vertical2 characteristics. However, the case of the modern 
Panoplie effect is different. Those who share and mimic 
in that way can best show themselves due to its mutual 
and horizontal3 characteristics. This change was created 
by society’s tendency to build self-condition from the 
recognition of others. The Panoplie effect shows that people 
not only consume the function of the product, but also buy 
meaning that satisfies their desires.

Branded Content: A New Industrial Trend

In the past, people selected a particular brand to show themselves. 
In the case of the current consumption phenomenon, reverse 
causality has been established. Therefore, a brand should be 
able to give the impression to the public that the identity of 
the brand and the self-characteristics of the target customer 
match exactly. The change in consumption patterns has 
resulted in a new industrial trend. Branded contents have 
emerged that combine the company’s trademarks into social 
media. They allow consumers to identify themselves through 
direct participation, leading to more reasonable consumption. 
Unlike traditional advertising marketing, branded content 
spreads voluntarily and has the advantage of being persuasive 
about purchasing products. This is because certain types 
are determined by consumers’ choices and products are 
recommended according to those certain types. LG Household 
& Health Care, Ltd’s first impression test is a successful 
example. It made 16 types of first impressions according to 
the MBTI format and improved persuasion by recommending 
perfumes that match those types. The test showed great results, 
with more than a million people participating and topping 
Naver’s trending topics. The contents of “a lab of the corner 
of a room,4” which produced the first impression test with 
LG Household & Health Care, functioned as a passage for 
consumers to recognize brands and purchase products by using 
labeling marketing. It analyzes data to create something to 
enjoy and allow voluntary sharing.

The Labeling Game Used in Industrial Field

The logic of the Labeling Game is also widely used in 
industries. An entity uses the logic of the Labeling Game by 
quantitatively categorizing consumers to compare them to a 
particular type and providing recommended services for those 
types. 

Amazon, a world-renowned company, uses the logic of the 
Labeling Game through its personalizing technology. Amazon 
Personalization is a machine learning-based service that 
provides individually customized recommendations. Through 

1  Myers-Briggs Type Indicator. A personality type preference indicator   
 developed by Katharine C. Briggs and her daughter Isabel B. Myers based on  
 the theory of Carl Jung’s personality type.

2  Even if someone wants to be a part of particular groups, it's hard to be in.

3  Anyone can be a part of particular groups, if he or she wants to belong to.

4  방구석 연구소.
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▶   Kakaomakers sells T-shirt with MBTI

▶   Inside Prada Store, an Italian prestigious fashion brand
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the machine learning process, it provides personalized products 
and services by estimating individual tastes and dispositions 
based on applications and Internet usage records. If this is 
applied to Amazon Personalization Service, it can actively 
induce consumers’ participation through personalized content 
and product recommendations, search results, and target 
marketing.

Companies that actively use the logic of the Labeling 
Game have also emerged in Korea. Card Gorilla, a credit card 
website, is using credit card and check card recommendation 
services that correspond to each MBTI. The specific type of 
MBTI is characterized by sincerity and patience, so even if 
the benefits are small, a check card with an easily manageable 
expenditure is recommended. 

The fashion industry is also focusing on developing more 
sophisticated online product recommendation systems. Shirts 
Specter, a Korean fashion company, uses artificial-intelligence 
based on body size and preference data of Korean customers 
to divide customers into four types and to recommend shirts 
by comparing them to the characters of the movie Avengers. It 
distinguishes the type of customer through basic information 
such as age, height, weight, and questions such as arm length 
and preference for specific fabrics. Furthermore, Shirts Specter 
is preparing a service that recommends shirts of suitable 
material and design depending on the type of customers.

Value of the Labeling Game

The Labeling Game has changed the industry and had a huge 
impact on businesses and consumers. On the consumer side, 
the Labeling Game has the aspect of allowing consumers 
to work with companies to seek to restore their identities. 
Consumers can use the Labeling Game as a culture of play 
by identifying and sharing their types over a short period. 
This procedure is expected to lead to more reasonable 
consumptions. On the corporate side, it is important for 
companies to constantly communicate with consumers and 
achieve mutual identities because the Labeling Game is the 
voluntary behavior of modern consumers who want to know 
and express their inner-self accurately. In addition, because 
of the nature of the voluntary proliferation of branded 
content utilizing the Labeling Game, companies can save 
media costs by exposing products to as many consumers 
as possible. When the characteristics of companies and 
consumers coincide through the Labeling Game, brands can 
grow into companies that lead to new trends, and eventually 
consumers can spend more wisely. The future of the brand 
depends on this identification.

Conclusion

The Labeling Game has extended beyond the field of philosophy 
to the field of consumption as a way of discovering an individual's 
identity. It is widely used in various industries while functioning 
as a symbol of the upheaval industry in the age of COVID-19. 
Even though there are some advantages of actively realizing 
self-identity through the various Labeling Games and being 
able to purchase more products, individuals should avoid 
relying too much on the Labeling Game. The Sogang Herald 
hopes Sogangers who strive to find their identities do not rely 
excessively on the Labeling Game by defining themselves as a 
single unique type. 

By Cho Da-eun (Cub Reporter)

ddaddacho@sogang.ac.kr
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What Do You Think About Dokdo?

“Dokdo is inherently Japanese territory.” This 
absurd claim is written in Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihide Suga’s diplomatic blueprint, 

launched in September 2020. The Japanese government has 
so far been arguing for their territorial rights over Dokdo. 
For example, Japan has published textbooks saying Dokdo 
is Japanese territory and is illegally occupied by Korea. 
Although the Korean government is responding to this, 
Japan’s argument is making sovereignty over Dokdo worse 
and worse. The territorial dispute between the two countries 
is an issue that Korea has to face and is related to the future 
of Koreans. Then, how does the young generation of Korea, 
who will play a key role in protecting Dokdo, perceive these 
issues? How many students know the history of Dokdo and 
are actively participating in protecting Dokdo? The Sogang 
Herald examined Sogangers’ perception of Dokdo and their 
participation in Dokdo-related activities. The Sogang Herald 
also looked at how participating in Dokdo-related activities 
affects the students’ behavior and attitudes towards Dokdo and 
introduced some Dokdo protection programs that Sogangers 
can participate in.

What Does Dokdo Mean to Sogangers?

“When I see some articles about Dokdo, I used to skip through 
them, without reading,” said Choi Jin-young (19, Dept. of 
English Literature & Linguistics). She had not been interested 
in the Dokdo issue before. Also, Woo Ji-won(18, School of 
Communications) said that she did not look for the issues 
of Dokdo herself. However, she used to read related articles 
when they appeared on the portal site. Even though students, 
including Woo, are not used to searching for Dokdo-related 
issues, there are quite some cases where they get to know 

about Dokdo naturally over the Internet. Hong Sung-woong 

(13, Dept. of Business Administration) expressed a sense of 
regret by saying, “I have a genuine concern for Dokdo, but 
I do not think there are many activities that students can do 
to protect Dokdo.” Also, when one student from the School 
of Engineering was asked to explain why Dokdo is Korean 
territory, he answered, “I know that Dokdo is geographically 
closer to Korea than Japan, and Koreans are living in Dokdo 
now. Also, I heard that there is a historical background to this, 
but I do not have the details.” Through these interviews, The 
Sogang Herald could see that students have a vague interest in 
Dokdo. However, they do not feel the awareness or willingness 
to participate. Students need to change these indifferent 
attitudes. Nevertheless, they should not be blamed for this. The 
biggest problem lies in the Korean educational system.

Education About Dokdo, Is It Going Well?

How is Dokdo education currently being conducted in Korea? 
Is it giving students accurate information and garnering 
interests? The most fundamental problem is that the students 
have limited opportunities to learn about Dokdo in depth. All 
of the students who were interviewed said they have never 
received education about Dokdo except through compulsory 
classes in school. Now, there are no mentions of the history of 
Dokdo or Dokdo territorial disputes in high school textbooks. 
Only a brief introduction about Dokdo and Gando1 is in history 
textbooks. 

1  Gando is an area where there was a territorial dispute between China and   
 South Korea around 19c. When Korea’s diplomatic sovereignty was stolen to  
 Japan by the Japan-Korea Treaty of 1905, Japan handed over Gando to China  
 in order to gain the right to develop railways and coal mines

▶   Product recommendation by Amazon personalization service
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While most of the students do not have any particular 
experience related to Dokdo, one of the students from the 
Department of Business Administration shared his experience. 
He said, “When I was in high school, an expert gave us a 
lecture on Dokdo. We watched a video and had a Q & A 
session.” He added, “I did not volunteer to participate in the 
activity, but I became more interested in Dokdo after joining 
the lecture. The biggest advantage of the lecture was that I 
could remember some basic knowledge about Dokdo well. In 
fact, until then, I only knew some brief keywords.” Upon being 
asked if anything was dissatisfying at the event, he replied, 
“Students do not have enough opportunities to learn about 
Dokdo from experts like this. Especially when we won the 
quiz, the merchandises related to Dokdo were given. I think 
that was a good way to get students’ attention. I hope there 
will be more events like this so that everyone can participate.” 
As seen in the interview, compulsory education about Dokdo 
needs to be done more actively. However, the bigger problem 
is that students are not given the opportunities to learn about 
Dokdo after graduation. Furthermore, it is not easy to get 
information about Dokdo education or events because they are 
not actively promoted. 

For the students who became interested in Dokdo after 
reading this article, there is an event that the students can join 
in. One of the biggest events held to celebrate Dokdo Day 
is the Dokdo culture festival held in Gyeongsangbuk-do. It 
consists of various performances, exhibitions, and participation 
events to educate Dokdo’s important values and history. Still, 
many students cannot easily attend this event due to the long 
travel distance. “Cyber Dokdo School” can help overcome that 
drawback. Recently, Gyeongsangbuk-do’s Office of Education 
opened “Cyber Dokdo School,” which reserves educational 
materials online to help raise awareness on the Dokdo dispute 
and instill a sense of pride about Dokdo. English editions are 
also offered, making it accessible for people who do not speak 
Korean. 

Dokdo Academy, Which Brings Courage to 
Protect Dokdo 

Dokdo Academy is an organization responding to Japan’s long-
term Dokdo invasion strategy through Dokdo sovereignty 
education and Dokdo exploration training with teenagers and 
college students. Dokdo Academy, which opened on April 10, 
2007, has practiced a movement to spread the correction of 
the labels to “Dokdo” and “East Sea” by visiting libraries of 
universities abroad such as Stanford University and Harvard 
University. In recent years, along with this movement, they 
are making a move to set up classes about Dokdo sovereignty 
in universities. The initial purpose of the Sogangers who 
participated in Dokdo exploration training was to publish a 
feature article on Dokdo simply. However, after the event, they 
said it turned out to be an activity that they could gain greater 
meaning beyond the coverage. 

Students were able to learn new facts and have new 
perspectives on Dokdo that they were unaware of before. In 
answer to the question about their perception and interest in 
Dokdo prior to this participation, Woo said, “Not much. I 
have regarded Dokdo as Korean territory naturally, but when 
asked to explain the reason why Dokdo is Korean territory, I 
could not answer.” Choi answered similarly, “I know to some 
extent through reading history books.” However, after Dokdo 
Academy, Choi got to know that in many maps of the world, 
more than 90 percent of them marked the “East sea” as “Sea of 
Japan.”

The first step to protect Dokdo is to understand the 
background of the Dokdo issue and be able to refute Japan’s 
claim with logical arguments. Therefore, The Sogang 
Herald asked students to give reasons on why Dokdo is 
Korean territory as much as they know. Woo answered, 
“Dokdo is geographically closer to Korea than Japan, and 
it is also recorded in old Korean and Japanese documents.” 
Choi explained the two big reasons, “First of all, it has been 
written in Korean historical documents since the Ancient 
Three Kingdoms period. However, Japan has insisted that 
Dokdo, which was forcibly taken during the Japanese colonial 
period, is geographically close to their land. Second of all, 
because Koreans are now living in Dokdo and have territorial 
sovereignty, it is Korean territory.” As demonstrated, there is a 
difference between the students who did not participate in the 
relevant activities from those who did in Dokdo Academy. The 
students who participated in the Dokdo training session were 
relatively familiar with the issues related to Dokdo and were 
able to explain why Dokdo is Korean territory with logical 
evidence. 

In addition, it was an opportunity for students being 
enthusiastic to participating in Dokdo-related events in the 
future. The Sogang Herald asked them how they would 
respond to the Dokdo issue from now on. Woo answered, 
“In response to Japan’s continued ridiculous claims, I felt 
that all of us, as college students, should rebuke Japan, who 
continues to assert groundless facts. Also, I promised myself 
to try to address the fact that Dokdo is Korean territory to 
the world.” Choi further expressed her aspiration by saying, 
“I will recommend the activities like Dokdo Academy to 
other students and make them think about this issue and act 
on it. Also, The Sogang Herald is going to publish a special 
coverage of Dokdo this time, so I will try harder to promote the 
journal.”

 

Sogangers, Take the First Step to Protect Dokdo 

Japan is now actively claiming its sovereignty over Dokdo. 
If it continues, it is evident that most people in the world 
will believe that Dokdo is Japanese territory. The willingness 
of college students to protect Dokdo is becoming more and 
more important because they can act practically against 
forces distorting history. Most of the students are aware of the 
importance of the Dokdo issue and Japan’s continuous claim 
of sovereignty over Dokdo, but not many students are taking 
action. The level of participation is low. Many individuals and 
organizations continue to make various efforts, including the 
activities introduced above. It is never easy to give up any part 
of one’s life and work for national/social issues without any 
compensation. However, one’s attention will be a huge help for 
individuals and organizations acting on the Dokdo issues and 
Dokdo.

Effective activity and education encouraged students’ 
activities regarding Dokdo, and even led to a healthy change in 
their attitude toward the Dokdo problem. In addition, students 
also came to think about how the education of Dokdo, which 
they had only received passively, should be developed. Besides, 
students could have a positive experience of expanding their 
awareness. The will to learn accurate information, which is the 
first step, will change the perception and behavior of everyone. 
Therefore, The Sogang Herald encourages Sogangers to keep 
their interest and be more active in the Dokdo problem. One’s 
first step will be bigger than one thinks. One’s little action 
will be the foundation to let more people know that Dokdo 
is Korean territory. It will have a greater influence on the 
protection of Dokdo in the future. Therefore, Sogangers, do not 
hesitate to take the first step in protecting Dokdo. 

By Moon Ji-won, Park Chae-yeon (Cub Reporter)

moonzwon@sogang.ac.kr, pcy0204@sogang.ac.kr

Woo Ji-won (18, School of Communications): 

“I want to gather all kinds of evidence and respond to 
Japan only with facts from now on! And also, as a college 
student, I will try to spread the fact that Dokdo is Korean 
territory around the globe.” 

Choi Jin-young
(19, Dept. of English Literature & Linguistics): 

“There is a need to build activities that students in our 
country can easily participate in. Moreover, I think history 
textbooks should be created to improve the education on 
Dokdo. I hope history classes treat Dokdo education in a 
detailed manner by including content such as the Dokdo 
guards.”

© Cyber Dokdo School, Gyeongsangbuk-do Office of  Education

▶   Gyeongsangbuk-do's Office of Education opened a Cyber Dokdo School for 
students and foreigners.
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▶   Dokdo Academy students are listening to an explanation of the collection 
route of antique maps in lamont library, Harvard University for a movement to 
spread the correction of the labels to “Dokdo” and “East Sea.”
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If asked a question about Dokdo, what kind of words come up in Soganger’s mind? In general, Dokdo is considered 
historically significant as it symbolizes the living history of Korea under the colony of Japan. Recently, the 
historical meaning of Dokdo has faded among people as Japan’s claim on the ownership of it are increasing rapidly. 
If Sogangers tried to browse Dokdo in the search engine, the first related keywords that Sogangers encounter 
is nothing related to our history, but the Dokdo toner, shrimp, and others. Dokdo nowadays is not a historical 
landscape, but a place and a term for commercial usage. Regarding this circumstance that social consensus about 
Dokdo is becoming scarcer, it is essential to reconstruct the very meaning of Dokdo. Considering the necessity 
of rephrasing the terminology of Dokdo, The Sogang Herald chases the true value of Dokdo from two specific 
documentaries about Dokdo - Dokdo Korea and Land of My Father:2020 and further introduces the role of 
documentary as a suitable measure for depicting socially argumentative agendas.

How Documentary Depicts 
the Historical Landscape of Dokdo

Records of Islands: Dokdo
1. Dokdo Korea (2011)
Dokdo Korea (2011) is a documentary presented by a Korean 
terrestrial channel. The movie widely illustrates the value of Dokdo 
as well as the controversy with Japan, who claims the territorial right 
of the Korean island. The documentary emphasizes the territorial 
dispute that Japan intentionally stresses to blur the clarity of Dokdo’s 
ownership and presents it as an uninhabited, isolated island, thereby 

getting international attention. Dokdo Korea sequentially revises the history of Liancourt Rocks and Okinotori Reefs 
to highlight the seriousness of the argumentative agenda. In 1948, Japan had repeatedly insisted Dokdo as an island 
named Liancourt where no one lives. Moreover, they framed fishermen from Ulleungdo as drug dealers so as to 
leave a historical description that could later be a proof to recognize Dokdo as Liancourt Rocks, not the sovereignty 
of Korea. Japan’s ambition to bias the US historical records about Dokdo, urged the US to attack the innocent 
fishermen from Ulleungdo, later known as the incident called “Dokdo Bombing.” Furthermore, the documentary 
also depicts Japan’s ambition to expand its sovereignty by describing how Japan made Okinotori Reefs into an 
artificial island by building a seawall and adding concrete along the reefs. Through these cases, the documentary 
calmly rephrases the necessity for Korea to deal with the problematic situation of Dokdo with a grave attitude and 
further shows governmental action to resolve this situation.

© Naver Serieson

2. Land of My Father (2020)
Land of My Father is a documentary film by Director Matthew 
Koshmrl, presented in 2020. This documentary was first selected at 
the Jeonju International Film Festival and was recognized for its hard 
work. However, since documentary films have limits on satisfying 
the screening conditions, they are difficult for the public to watch in 
general. Due to the limited opportunity to watch Land of My Father, 
The Sogang Herald deals with Dokdo Korea specifically to analyze 
the message it tries to convey about Dokdo. Also, by comparing the 
standpoints of the two documentaries, the main factors why these 
documentaries chose to narrate Dokdo would be discussed.

The documentary, Land of My Father contains descriptions of 
historical pieces about the islets under the Japanese occupation. It 
focuses on two individuals: Choi Gyeong-suk, the daughter of the 
first-ever Dokdo resident Choi Jong-duk, and Roh Byeong-man who 
aggressively fought for Dokdo. Director Matthew Koshmrl not only 
captured these two specific individuals but also described how the 
director himself recalls Dokdo during his seven visits to the islands. 
Land of My Father shows significance in that the content was about 
Dokdo, the story is delivered through an American director who is an 
outsider to Korean colonial history.© Land of  My Father: 2020

The Descriptions of Dokdo: How a Documentary Portrays the Island

1. Documentary as a Social Accuser
In terms of genre, a documentary is basically a record of real events, and the most suitable genre to dramatize reality, leaving a 
deep impression on audiences. Additionally, it functions as a social accuser. A documentary as journalism deals with the agenda 
to reform the society, by accusing and dissecting the irregularities. Although the materials of a documentary can be diverse and 
relatively free compared to other genres, the essence of the documentary still lies in current affairs, which must be reported to the 
public. According to Korea Press Foundation, documentaries are given the right to interpret the past, analyze the present to predict 
the future, and further present a possible solution. While it analyzes the event in-depth, documentaries provide useful information 
to the public. They also serve their role as a moderator of conflicts, that the documentaries make up the limits and fill information 
gaps that occur inevitably. Documentaries’ role as social accusers to resolve the information gap between the public, also raises 
awareness of the public’s thoughts, feelings and citizenships. This positive circulation promoted by the documentaries persuades 
policymakers and the public to correct the wrong. These four specific functions as a social accuser; encourage the documentaries to 
focus not only on what was happening but also on what was wrong with what happened. The two documentaries, Dokdo Korea and 
Land of My Father, cover the entrenched argument about Dokdo by reflecting objective stance. 

2. Dokdo Korea (2011), as a Documentary Film
Dokdo Korea, as aforementioned, depicts the historical sequence about how Japan has invested a significant amount of effort 
for Dokdo to be recognized as their land. Furthermore, the documentary recollects the victims’ testimonies about the attack that 
happened at the Liancourt Rocks by the US, which is widely known as Dokdo Bombing Furthermore, the production crew of the 
documentary released several divers in the east sea and made them find the fire shells near islets dropped by B-29 in June 1948 to 
prove that the ‘Dokdo Bombing’ actually happened. The fire shells found near the islets are a shred of direct evidence to support 
the idea of how Japan misled the US by insisting Dokdo is a drug dwelling. Dokdo Korea approaches Dokdo from a more historical 
perspective. Moreover, analyzing the historical data, testimony, and direct coverage efficiently explores the events vividly. By 
revealing the past incidents, the documentary rephrases the problematic stance about Dokdo and lets islets come to the fore again. 

3. Land of My Father (2020), as a Documentary Film
Compared to Dokdo Korea, the documentary Land of My Father (2020) focuses on two individuals who are the representatives 
to symbolize the islets. Among the four functions that the documentary conveys as a social accuser, Land of My Father puts 
relatively more weight on the third function, raising awareness of the publicʼs thoughts, feelings, and citizenship. According to 
Director Matthew Koshmrl himself, it was planned as he mentioned, “I wanted the film to share educational and emotional changes 
with the audience.” Rather than specifically revising historical contents, he follows the traces of the two individuals throughout 
the production. The documentary delicately handles how these two people tried their best for Dokdo whom others might have 
forgotten. Choi Gyeong-suk, the daughter of the first-ever Dokdo resident Choi Jong-duk followed her father’s will and signed 
up for resident application to live in Dokdo for becoming the second resident of the island. While Choi was making her step, Roh 
Byeong-man, well known as “Dokdo Protector” and a farmer from Jeonbuk who voluntarily stands for the island also fought 
for Dokdo in his ways. Roh went on a journey to stage a one-person demonstration protest in front of the National Assembly of 
Japan in 2019. The production crew and the Director followed these two people’s journey to protect Dokdo in detail. Since the 
documentary was produced by an American director, it effectively highlights the situation of Dokdo. It points out how these people 
are still fighting against Japan as individuals while others and the masses are apathetic towards the sovereignty over Dokdo. 
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▶   The significance of documentaries
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Differences in Standpoint: Presenting a New Fram
The Importance of Third- Person Perspective
With a general comparison of two documentaries, Land of My Father 
(2020) captures the importance of the third-person perspective. Overall, 
the necessity of a third-person perspective is directly related to evoking 
the Korean government and the mass to prevent complacency by coming 
up with a new standpoint. Despite Japan’s tough stance to reinforce the 
international authority Korea is not taking any critical action regarding 
this issue. According to Article 38 of international law, initiating the 
tribunal agreement between the two countries involved in the dispute is 
necessary. Thus, Japan repeatedly tried to enact a tribunal about Dokdo at 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ). However, the Korean government 
has remained silent, making no response to the Japanese government. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Korean government cited a contribution 

to the newspaper1, saying that there are no such disputes between Dokdo, as it was originally Korean territory. The article strongly 
asserted that the Korean government has no reason to respond to the tribunal in ICJ that Japan enacted. However, due to Japan’s 
endless one-way complaints toward ICJ, it is now leaving a negative image of the Korean government, saying that it is avoiding 
the tribunal due to a lack of confidence to win the trial. Furthermore, Japan is framing the Korean government is making a false 
claim without legal proof to insist the islets as their territory. While Japan is branding Dokdo as a disputed territory, various internet 
search engines have updated the term Dokdo into Liancourt Rocks since 2007. Considering these circumstances, the Korean 
government and the public should renew the discussion of Dokdo from continuous arguments in the past on the Korean laurels.

These two documentaries about Dokdo suggest two implications as a film. One is showing the salient possibility that the 
discussion about Dokdo could expand around the globe. Another implication is that the documentaries emphasize the efforts 
to secure Dokdo on a personal level, which depicts the relative lack of access for the efforts made at the national level. More 
specifically, as the foreign director led the production of Land of My Father, this documentary becomes an effective medium for 
other foreigners. It helps them to understand the historical stance of Dokdo from Matthew Koshmrlʼs perspective without needing 
any other specific backgrounds as a basis. Additionally, the documentary Dokdo Korea focuses on the Korean government’s 
connivance urging the public to make active efforts of modification towards several fallacious arguments. Furthermore, as it is hard 
to find other media that deliver Dokdo as their main material, the two documentaries are valuable. Of course, there are consistent 
efforts made by organizations, such as research done at Dokdo Research Institute, or videos made especially for celebrating Dokdo 
Day. However, the public is still unaware of the seriousness of the situation. Public diplomacy about Dokdo needs to be expanded 
at the national level by interacting with other countries and their people to aggressively promote Dokdo as not a disputable islet but 
the sovereignty of Korea.

Evaluation of the Documentary Film
The two documentaries contribute to the formation of public opinion in a pluralistic democratic society. Above all, they voluntarily 
act as social accusers who direct and interpret facts in their own way. In particular, the rising interest in media such as documentary 
films strongly encourage the increasing attention of Dokdo in Korea and serves as statistical proof. This engraves the power to issue 
such an action of Japan trying to brand Dokdo as Takeshima and portraying Dokdo as a disputed territory at the international level.

In this regard, Koshmrl defines Dokdo as a value of a historic landscape. From this context, The Sogang Herald hopes 
Sogangers present the definitions of themselves excluding social benefits and other factors. Dokdo should be defined solely on its 
historical rhetoric and living witnesses of the Japanese invasion that took place on the Korean ground. 

Closing the article, The Sogang Herald politely draws appreciation towards those who voluntarily produced the documentary 
films about Dokdo and owes a debt of gratitude towards them. 

By Kim Somin (Culture Reporter), Cha Min-kyoung (Photography Editor)

somink@sogang.ac.kr, michelle20@sogang.ac.kr
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▶   Director Matthew Koshmrl’s still image while filming ‘Land of My 
Father’

1  Sin Maeng-ho, 2012, "Contribution:  Why the Korean Government is reluctant to  
 deal with the Dokdo issue at ICJ", Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Good bye Herald!
It has been a long time since my first day at The Sogang Herald. 

Thanks to the Sogang Herald, I could learn how to write English articles better. In addition, I 
could make many friends through Dokdo camp. I will not forget these priceless memories. It 

was a great honor for me to be a Heralder. I wish you cheer up  Bye~ 

-Choi Jin-young (Editor-In-Chief)

I'm glad to become familiar with Jin-young while she 

holds editor-in-chief! Especially when we went to 

camp to Dokdo together, I saw her new aspects and 

bouncy personality. While she leading Herald, she has 

paid efforts to accept my feedback and requests, and 

found the chances to make better Herald. I praise you 

for going through editor-in-chief and leading Herald 

successfully for a semester. I really cheer your new 

start after Herald! -Choi Ye-song 

(Int’l & Social Editor)

I want to thank you for your 
wonderful performance and also 
congratulate on your retirement 

as well! Working with you  as a co-worker 
was such a pleasant experience :) 

We will miss you very much and please don't 
forget us. 

-Kim Sung-young (Public Opinion Editor)

Thank you for leading 

Sogang Herald as a cool 

Editor-in-Chief!  Every moment 

that spending with she would be cherish 

memories for me. 

She always try her best to help us even in

 pandemic period. Even though it is time to say 

goodbye, we will meet somewhere as 

Sogangers!  Good luck and 

Strong hug for you! 

-Jeong Soon-jo (Culture Editor)

The day has finally come for me to let you go. I just 
cannot imagine Sogang Herald without you. You are , in all 
seriousness, one of the most considerate people I’ve ever 
come across. Because almost every meeting was done 
remotely after the outbreak of COVID-19, I was unable 

to make any close friends here. But after going to Dokdo 
Academy together and talking all night, we got along really 
well and soon, you became my friend, not just a close club 
memeber. I am just so glad that I got to know you and  will 
always be thankful for how much you have helped me. You 
funny, geniune, and energetic human-being will be very 

missed by not just me but also by all Heralders. I love you! 
Let’s go drink some unhealthy beverage after final:) - Woo ji-won (Campus Reporter)

Thank you! Jinyoung Editor-in-Chief! 

You were a great leader to us! I'm really proud of your 

hard works. Although there were difficulties during the 

COVID-19 period, you still did your best and we all 

appreciate that. You were a special person for me and

 I hope our relation goes forever as Sogangers. 

Good luck and wish your future to be bright :)

-Cha Minkyoung 

(Photography Editor)




